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- Zllttlnatlnq The Throat Trcm Ballistic Hlr .'- % o* fI7) 

It is »y policy to tak© ©very opportunity to redoes vorld 
tansiong and enhance stability. Cnr afforta to <&chicva 
©ignif leant reductions in «tratcc:c offensive forces and to 
$li»inat® LRltfT land ba«®d sisirilia ^r^ oo<a doproaca to cb-at slLsEo 
However* It i© x*y long range fo*l to go ixryon4 t-hia* "T voTai^L 
lik© to dacaroaao our reliance on cixe thr^&fc a£ retaliation irr 
of fanoivo nuclo*r weapons and to increase t-hQ contrib\:t.:cn oi 
^fenslv© @y©t«*m© to our »^curity ««*3 th*2t <^t <xir ^lli.^3, *?£> 
b^gin to »ov« us toward that goal, I &av^ conclsd^d tb^i ** 
should explore the possibility oiosinq d^fon&ivo c^o^iiitias to 
counter th© threat po©sd by nuclofir ballistic sissies. (0) 

J direct th» (Jcvtlopncnt of an intensive effort to d«f \* a los^ 
t©rm rfiddsrc}) and dsv«lops^at ^rwraa &3k&4r<i at <&3> ^i\£j=uktt «>s/i 

of clininatinc tho threat poae-ri by 7v»c*:*ar ib-ailistic ^A*silcys- 
Thfco® action© ^fill b*s carried oat in & oumx coajaistoxc wit-i C3JC 
obligations under tfc* xzx ?raaty &ad r&cocaisij-^ tiva *^*^«i Zor 
cloc© consultations ^fith cwr &12io0» *;.*, 

In order to provld® th* nacsaeary basis for fchia effort* T 
furthar dixsct a atudy b« coaplet^si oa a axiority baaLa to sjs-c^e^s 
th© xoloa that b&Iliatic isia&il© %±e£&n&& co**.id r^Isy iz. ^-stziro, 
security atrateoy oi the United States aj*d csar allios, ^aoc=? 
other it«»» f th-e study tarill orcrriia creiid-gjvosa swaHc^as^irr ca crrsicD 
research and devarlopa^nt Sanding ce=c=ii£j>entfl xor the 7T 3S 
Osp*rtB*antal budgets and th«9 ^^ccoasp^anyiivj /i^i-T^sr I>elf$»2>© 
rrc^grajo (rXVT) + (0) 

Tha Assistant to t>*a Praali^nt for Eatio-n*! Security JLf&tlrs 13 
asifliyn^d tK© responsibility to for=ulata dotail&d ia,a troctl cr. a 
for ir^lcLS^anticwg this 32LDO JLAclmiiA? organisation^ fissi^=3ss=st ©£ 
rsaponeibilitiff @ 9 a-&d ccssplsrtio^ ci«&t®$, f3> 
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March 25, 1983 



Eliminating" The Threat From Ballistic Missiles 



It is my policy to take every opportunity to reduce world 
tensions and enhance stability. Our efforts to achieve 
significant reductions in strategic offensive forces and to 
eliminate LRINF land based missiles are one approach to that aim. 
However, it is my long range goal to go beyond this, I would 
like to decrease our reliance on the threat of retaliation by 
offensive nuclear weapons and to increase the contribution of 
defensive systems to our security and that of our allies. To 
begin to move us toward that goal, I have concluded that we 
should explore the possibility of using defensive capabilities to 
counter the threat posed by nuclear ballistic missiles.. 

I direct the development of an intensive effort to define a long 
term research and develooment oroaram aimed at an ultimate goal 
of eliminating the threat posed by nuclear ballistic missiles^ 
These actions will be carried out in a manner consistent with our 
obligations under the ABM Treaty and recognizing the need for 
close consultations with our allies. 

In order to provide the necessary basis for this effort, I 
further direct a study be completed on a priority basis to assess 
the roles that ballistic missile defense could play in future 
security strategy of the United States and our allies. Among 
other items, the study will provide guidance necessary to develop 
research and development funding commitments for the FY 85 
Departmental budgets and the accompanying Five-year Defense 
Program (FYDP) . 

The Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs is 
assigned the responsibility to formulate detailed instructions 
for implementing this NSDD including organization, assignment of 
responsibilities, and completion dates. 



Full Text 
NSDD 85 
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